Yiddish/Jewish/Religious terms in The Romance Reader
aishes chayil

a programme which prepares Bas Mitzvah-aged girls for the 


responsibilities of Jewish womanhood. 

aliyeh

the honor of being called up to the public Torah reading

a vider zen

see you (Aufwiedersehen)

*Baal Shem

Master Shem, a leader of the Chassidic Jews

babka

a cake, bread

bar mitzvah

the attainment of religious majority, at which point one becomes personally responsible for his religious practice; a male becomes bar mitzvah at the age of 13 

beth din

Jewish judges

blintzes

a sort of pancake

bubkes

a pittance (small sum of money)

*Cabala

(lit., "the received tradition"): the body of Jewish mystic teachings 

caftan

a full-length garment with elbow-length or long sleeves 
challah

Jewish bread. It is often referred to as 'egg bread' since the recipe usually has a large amount of eggs. This especially rich bread is eaten on the Sabbath and on all Jewish holidays (with the exception of Passover).

chasir

sweets

*Chassidic Jews 

a Chassid is a Jew who belongs to the Chassidic community

cheder

a Jewish elementary school. In Chassidic circles this term may refer to a class for a select group of advanced adult students.

chowder

food

chumash

prayer book and synagogue service

chupah

the wedding canopy, a decorated tallit (prayer shawl) or a piece of cloth attached to four poles and stretched over the couple. The marriage ceremony takes place under the chupah which symbolizes the creation of a new Jewish home. The chupah is open on all sides, a sign that visitors are always welcome in the new Jewish home.

chutzpenyak

a cheeky girl

crewel

embroidery 

*Din Torah 

a Jewish court

doc ber

see you

dov ber

used as a title for a learned rabbi

dybbuk

(Jewish folklore) a demon that enters the body of a living person and controls that body's behavior
ganef

an unscrupulous opportunist who stoops to sharp practice
[ETYMOLOGY: from Yiddish, from Hebrew gannabh thief, from gannabh he stole]

gartl

girdle

goy

a non-Jewish person

goyim

non-Jews

gaggadah

prayer book

kiddish

the shabbat meal with religious readings

kitzur

the law

kocher lefl

meddlesome person

kokosh

cake, dough

*Kol Nidre

Jewish feast

kolel cheque

a cheque sent by a charity

kosher

pure

kufteles

flat round bread

matjas herring

kosher herring (‘maatjesharing’)

matzo

unleavened crisp bread

mazel tov
is said to wish somebody luck; also: a piece of luck

megillah
prayer book

mensch
Yiddish for human being

meude
girl

mezuzah
small parchment scroll written by a Sofer (scribe) and affixed to the doorpost, containing the first two paragraphs of Shema (Devarim (Deuteronomy)

mikvah
the word mikvah literally means “collection”. In the Torah’s discussion of the laws of ritual purity and impurity, it states, “Nevertheless, a spring or a cistern where there is a collection [mikvah] of water shall be pure” 

minyan
(a) ten adult male Jews; (b) a quorum for public prayer, consisting of ten such Jews 

*Mishnayos
the most essential part of the law. This together with the Gemara (the studies of the Mishnah by wise men (Sages) constitute the *Talmud. One such statement is called a Mishnah.

nakedik
naked body

negel vasser
water cup used for religious washings

*Passover
the Passover Festival, occurring on 15 *Nissan, celebrating the Exodus from Egypt

peyos
earlocks

pretzel
a hard-baked made of thin dough twisted in all sorts of forms

pruste
proud

rabbi
Jewish spiritual leader

rabbonis
plural of rabbi

*Rambam
the acronym (an abbreviation consisting of the first letters of the abbreviated word) of Rabbi Moses ben Maimon, (Maimonides) a famous Jewish writer

rebbe
tzaddik (a holy and righteous person) a spiritual guide to a group of Chassidim 

rebbele
in the Chassidic community: a rabbi without any followers

rebbetzin

the wife of a rebbe

*Rosh Hashanna 
the solemn New Year‘s festival, falling on 1 and 2 Tishrei (the first month of the Jewish year) and beginning the ten Days of Repentance


rugelach
(jam-filled) cakes

sanka
a kind of instant coffee

shabbat
Saturday, the Jewish day of prayer and rest

shadchan
professional match-maker; marriage broker

sheva brachas
seven blessings, pronounced for a newly-wed couple by a rabbi

sheygetz
a really bad non-Jew

shiksa
an unclean non-Jewish girl

shlepper
an irritating person

shofar
a ram's horn, sounded during the month of *Elul and on *Rosh Hashanah

shtetl
town

shtibel
small synagogue

shtiblech 
house of prayer

shtreimel
fur hat worn by Chassidim

tallis
religious piece of clothing, draped over the shoulders

tembale kishke 
idiot

tembel
idiot

trafe
unsuitable, unclean sweet

vachnacht
a night without sleep

*Viznitz community
a separate group within the Chassidic Jewish group; the rabbi belongs to a dynasty of rabbis from that family 

yarmulkes
skull cap (worn by men)

yeshiva
religious school

*Yidden
Jews


*Yiddish
1  Jewish; 2  the language that was spoken by the Jews in Central Europe

yingen
boys

*Yom Kippur
the Day of Atonement, a solemn day of fasting falling on 10 Tishrei (the first month of the Jewish year) and climaxing the Days of Repentance 

zemiros
Jewish religious songbook

